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INTRODUCTION 

Over the years the museum has built up a substantial archive of information 

about the history of Salcombe and the surrounding area. Particularly valuable 

is the collection of records relating to the many merchant sailing vessels, 

(including the famous fruit schooners) that were built, owned and manned in 

Salcombe in the nineteenth century. The  records include details of the ships, 

the mariners who sailed in them and the men and women (Elizabeth Evans 

was a notable Salcombe shipbuilder) who built them. Also notable are the 

histories of the hundreds of ships that were wrecked along our coast. 

These and other local records such as birth, marriage and death registers,    

census returns and trade directories provide a valuable source of information 

for those researching local and family history and they can now all be ac-

cessed  from the computer in the ‘Local History Resources Corner ‘ in the mu-

seum. 

NOTES ON USING THE FILES 

1. The various files are ‘read only’. If you would like to have copies of any of 

them please complete a request form and hand it to the steward, so that 

we can send them to you by email or by post.  We do not send Excel or   

Access database files—only Word docs., pdf files and images. A charge is 

usually made of 50p for each page and £1 for each image sent by email 

and £1 a page and £2 for each image sent by post + the cost of posting. 

2. Because we only have Microsoft 365 Basic on the computer, when you 

open a file in Ms Word, Excel or Access, the two messages below will       

appear in turn. Because the files are ‘read only’ they can be ignored, so  

de-

lete 
Click to delete Click to delete 
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Local History Resource Files 

Contents 

1. Ships’ database 

 
Note:  This guide can be downloaded from the Maritime 

History Resources page of our website. Also available  is 

our complementary publication ‘Family History Re-

search,  A Guide to Local and Online Resources’  

www,salcombemuseum.org.uk 
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Local History Resource Files:  1. Ship’s Database 

Salcombe & Kingsbridge Merchant Sailing Vessels 

This searchable database provides detailed information on the over 450 locally 

owned or built merchant vessels that were built between 1780 and 1914. 

There is an individual record form for each ship. Use the search box at the 

bottom of the form to search for an individual ship, mariner etc. 

Click here to open the record forms 

A form giving the full details and history of the first ship in the list— the schooner                   

ACTIVE — will open, but you will need  to close the two Microsoft Basic messages first  

- see page 3. 
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Local History Resource Files:  1. Ship’s Database (continued) 

Sometimes the highlight-

ed search term is hidden       

below the bottom of the 

page, so scroll down  us-

ing the mouse or the 

scroll bar here to find it   

At the bottom of the 

form is a search box.  

To read the history 

section of a ship 

report, scroll 

down using  

mouse or the 

All references to your search 

term will be highlighted in 

Enter your search term  e.g. 

‘Pepperell’ and then, with the 

cursor placed to the right of 

the search box, press ’Enter’ on 

the keyboard 
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Local History Resource Files and Folders:  2. Ship’s Individual 

Salcombe & Kingsbridge Merchant Sailing Vessels 

Use this folder to find more information about the ships listed in the Ship’s database. 

Open it  and you will find two sub-folders:  2.1  Ship Histories and 2.2 Ships, additional 

supporting docs.  

Sub-folder 2.1 Ship Histories.  In this folder the record forms of individual ships set out 

in Resource file 1. Ship’s  database have been exported to MsWord files. The text should 

be largely the same but the Word files have the advantage that they include photos and 

some of the information is more easily readable,  such as crew details set out in crew 

agreements . The disadvantage is that, unlike the Ship’s database, you can’t make a 

search between files. 

Sub-folder 2.2 Ships, additional supporting docs.  This folder contains more                  

documents and photos about some (not all) of the individual ships   
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Scroll through the folders 

to find the vessel you are 

interested in 

Local History Resource Files and Folders:  3. Mariners’ files  

Sub-folder 3.1 Captain’s database  

Compiled by the late Brian Harding, the Ms Excel database provides details of over 900 ship captains 

(masters) from Salcombe and surrounding parishes.  The folder includes an  Explanatory Note. 

Sub-folder 3.2  Mariner’s individual and family trees  

More information about local mariner families is set out in the folders (listed by surname). Some have 

more detail than others e.g. masters and mates certificates, family trees and photographs 

Sub-folder 3.3 Mariners, other sources  

The additional sources here include  a list of those masters (i.e captains) and mates whose certificates 

can be downloaded from Ancestry. com, access to which is free from Salcombe & Kingsbridge librar-

ies . Accompanying the certificates there is often a list of ships that the applicant previously sailed in    

Note: in addition to the above sources you can use the search facility in the Ship’s database (folder 

no.1) to see if your ancestor was captain or mate in a Salcombe ship 
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Below: an extract from a typical crew agreement  

Local History Resource Files and Folders:  3. Mariners’ files (continued) 

 
Sub-folder 3.4 Crew lists  

Useful information about a ship’s crew are set out in the official crew agreements which were 

completed before each voyage. Many of these are preserved in the Devon Heritage Centre in  

Exeter, the Public Record Office at Kew  and at the Memorial University of Newfoundland. The 

crew lists  for voyages of Salcombe and Kingsbridge ships held at Exeter have been photo-

graphed and a number of those from Newfoundland downloaded from their website. Some of 

them                include the captain’s official log for the voyage. Much of the information has 

been transcribed and  entered in the records set out in Resource files 1. Ships database and  2. 

Ship’s individual . 
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Local History Resource Files   

4. Shipbuilders 

Information about the nineteenth century shipbuilders of Salcombe and Kingsbridge is 

set out in this folder   

     5. Births, Marriages and Deaths 

The baptism, marriages and burial  records set out in this folder are from Malborough ecclesi-

astical parish (which included Salcombe up until 1868) and 7 other local parishes. They cover a 

range of dates in the 18th and 19th centuries and  have been transcribed from two sources:  

1) FIRST SOURCE: The ‘Our 4bears’ South Hams website’ at                     

http://www.our4bears.net/ covers local parishes in the 18th and 

19th     centuries. These are set out as Excel spreadsheets. The full 

list of                Malborough ecclestiastical parish records copied from 

this website is set out opposite: 

 

2) SECOND SOURCE: A Devon History Society (DHS) CD covering the 

parishes in the Deanery of Woodleigh for the period 1815 to 1839, 

transcribed into pdf files. 

Malborough Parish records  

Sub-folder 5.1: baptisms. The baptism records from both the sources referred to above 

are set out in both surname and date order. 

Malborough baptism records 1813-37 listed by surname from  ‘First source’ folder (Our4bears) 

Malborough baptism records  1813-39 in date order from ‘Second source’ folder, Devon History Soc. 
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Local History Resource Files and Folders:  5. Births, Marriages and Deaths
(continued) 

 

Sub-folder 5.2: marriages The marriage records for Salcombe and 9 other local ecclesias-

tical parishes are from both the sources referred to on the previous page and are set out 

in both surname and date order:  

Salcombe marriage records 1854-1932 listed by surname from ‘First source’ folder, Our4bears 

Malborough marriage records  1754-1837 in  date order from ‘Second source’ folder, Devon History 

Soc. 

Sub-folder 5.3: burials The burial records for Salcombe and 8 other local ecclesiastical  

parishes are from both the sources referred to on the previous page and are set out in 

Malborough burial records 1673-1866  listed by surname from ‘First source’ folder, Our4bears 

Malborough burial records 1813-1837 listed by surname from ‘Second source’ folder, Devon History 
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Local History Resource Files and Folders:  5. Births, Marriages and Deaths
(continued) 

 

Sub-folder 5.3: burials. This folder also includes burial plot plans of Salcombe’s 

Shadycombe and Bonfire Hill cemeteries, details of the inscriptions on gravestones 

(monumental inscriptions) in the graveyard at Holy Trinity Church and photos of          

gravestones in all three locations. 

Shadycombe Cemetery - extract from burial plot plan 

with surnames and plot numbers 

Gravestone in Shadycombe Cemetery                      Bonfire Hill cemetery, extract from burial plot plan                               

Details of monumental inscriptions in Holy Trinity Churchyard (Lyn Collins) 

The museum has, in its archive, a collection of internment record 

forms dating from 1883 to 1966.  Fill in a Visitor’s Enquiry Form at                                

reception if you want to be sent a copy of a specific entry. 
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1841 census , Salcombe & Malborough with listing by surname above and in address order be-

Local History Resource Files and Folders                                                      

6. Census returns, Register of Electors, Valuation and other lists of residents  

Sub-folders 6.1 to 6.3: CENSUS returns: This folder includes transcripts of the 1841, 1851, 1861 

and 1891 census returns for Salcombe (part of Malborough civil parish and, for other local                

parishes, those of 1841 and , in some cases 1861. Listings are by  surname and by address. The 

census returns for the crews of ships in the Harbour are also included. 

Sub-folders 6.4 to 6.5: Lay Subsidy Rolls 1524-7 & 1544, Devon Freeholders 1711-99, Register of                  

Electors 1868. These  lists of prominent local residents dating from the 16th to 19th centuries 

mainly cover Malborough parish (which included Salcombe), although the Devon Freeholders’ 

lists also cover 10 other local parishes.   

Devon Freeholders  1711-99: Lists of Malborough parish freeholders eligible for jury service  

Register of Electors, Malborough parish 1868 

Lay Subsidy Rolls (tax records) for Malborough parish 1544  
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Local History Resource Files and Folders                                                      
6. Census returns, Register of Electors, Valuation and other lists of residents (continued) 

Sub-folders 6.6 to 6.8: Valuation List 1923, Household Register 1939 & Register of Electors 1950. 

The 1923 and 1950 lists are in surname and address order and that for 1939 just in address or-

der - they all cover Salcombe. The 1939 Household Register, which was compiled nationally in         

October 1939 one month into WW2, is particularly useful as it includes children and gives dates 

of birth and occupations. 

Household Register, Salcombe 1939  

Valuation list, Salcombe 1923 

Register of Electors, Salcombe 1950 
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Above and below:  entries in the Salcombe section of the 1883 and 1930                                  

editions of Kelly’s Directory 

Local History Resource Files and Folders:  7. Trade  Directories 

Scanned copies of the Salcombe (and, in some cases, Malborough) entries in 35 local trade di-

rectories dating from 1838 to 1930 are included in this folder. They usually list the names and        

addresses of prominent private residents and, in the Commercial section, the commercial         

addresses of the local tradesmen and professionals (and, the case of Salcombe, the home          

addresses of master mariners). The directories are a useful source of information, bridging as 

they do the years between the ten-yearly census returns and also  giving an insight into the             

commercial activities in the area. 

1930 

1883 
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Scroll through the folders to 

find the vessel you are            

interested in 

Local History Resource Files and Folders:  8. Wreck files  

Wrecks between Bigbury Bay and Start bay 

The files in this folder provide details of hundreds of onshore and offshore wrecks along 

the South Hams coast. If you know the name of the wrecked vessel go straight to sub-

folder 8.1 Individual wreck reports and if, it is not listed , to sub-folder 8.2 Miscellaneous 

wrecks. Sub-folder 3 contains charts showing wreck locations. 

Sub-folder 8.1 Individual wreck reports.  

The Ms Word document in each 

folder sets out information from 

a variety of sources including 

newspaper reports. There are 

usually other supporting  photos 

and  documents 

 

             

 

   The first page of a                    

typical wreck report 
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Sub-folder 8.2 Miscellaneous wrecks by location 

If you can’t find the wreck you are interested in  have a look at the miscellaneous wreck 

files. These are taken from Richard and Bridget Larn’s Shipwreck Index of the British 

Isles  Vol 1 and listed by location—Salcombe,  Bigbury Bay, Salcombe, Start Point, Dart-

mouth, Plymouth 

Sub-folder 8.3 Wreck Charts 

The charts in this folder will help you to locate the positions of individual wrecks 

Local History Resource Files and Folders:  8. Wreck files (continued) 
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Sub-folder 8. 4 Wrecks Database 

Details of about 200 hundred wrecks are set out in a Ms Excel spreadsheet. Although 

most of the information can be found in the previous two sub-folders, the spreadsheet 

has the advantage of being searchable across the full range of entries.  

Tp make a search, using a specific search term , click on the Find & Select icon on the 

top toolbar and select ’Find’. In this example a search was made for Capt. Ferris, which 

through up the entry  for the ship Bellona.  Click on ‘Find Next’ to find further entries 

Sub-folder 8.5 First World War Wrecks  

The waters of Salcombe were a favourite killing ground for German U-boat commanders 

in the First World War and numerous British and allied ships  were sunk off the coast. 

The histories of these ships were researched for the Maritime Archaeology Trust’s For-

gotten Wrecks of WWI project between 2014-18. A report for each wreck is set out in 

Local History Resource Files and Folders:  8. Wreck files (continued) 
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Local History Resource Files : Further help 

Do you want further help with your local or family history research? If so, please ask                                  

the steward to give you a Visitor Enquiry Form to fill in, or email your enquiry to                                          

info@salcombemuseum.org.uk.  

 

We always try to help where we can, but we may ask for a donation to Museum funds                    

if our response is likely to require more than an hour or so of  research.  

 

You may also want to have a look at our local history publications which are  on sale in the                      

museum or can be purchased online from our website at                                  

www.salcombemuseum.org.uk/shop  

Some of them are shown below. 


